
 I N D I A N A  D A I L Y  S T U D E N T  |  F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 

4NATION&WORLD Allison Tyra
amtyra@indiana.edu

EDITOR

Spain commemorates 6-year anniversary of train bombings 

M A D R I D 

BY ALEX FARRIS
alefarri@indiana.edu

Six years have passed since 
Islamist  terrorism came to Ma-
drid’s commuter train system. 
Between 7:01 and 7:40 a.m. on 
March 11, 2004 , ten bombs ex-
ploded on Cercanías  trains be-
tween the Alcalá de Henares  
and Atocha stations , killing 
191  people and wounding more 
than 1,800 . 

A Moroccan inspired by 

al-Qaida was arrested in con-
nection with the bombing, lead-
ing citizens to believe the at-
tack was in response to Spain’s 
entrance into the Iraq war by 
populist president José María 
Aznar.

The attacks occurred three 
days before Spain’s general 
elections, which resulted in the 
defeat of incumbent Asnar.

Spain withdrew its forces 
from Iraq  within three months 
of the election.
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Populist Party member David Pérez, president of the autonomous 
community of Madrid Esperanza Aguirre, city mayor Alberto Ruiz- 
Gallardón and others commemorate the sixth anniversary of the 
Madrid train bombings Thursday in Puerta del Sol. People across the 
political spectrum joined in the wreath-laying ceremony.
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Alex Martín prepares a display of fl owers in front of the Atocha Renfe station 
Thursday morning in Madrid. Trade unions CC.OO., UGT and la Unión de 
Actores sponsored the memorial in front of the train station rocked most by 
the attacks six years ago.
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Aftershock hits 
inauguration

BY MICHAEL WARREN
The Associated Press

A series of aftershocks from 
last month’s devastating quake 
rocked Chile on Thursday as a 
new president was sworn into 
offi ce and immediately urged 
coastal residents to move to 
higher ground in case of a tsu-
nami.

The strongest aftershock, 
magnitude 6.9, was nearly as 
strong as the quake that devastat-
ed Haiti on Jan. 12. There were 
no immediate reports of damag-
es or injuries.

The Chilean Navy issued a 
tsunami warning while the U.S. 
Pacifi c Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter said the aftershocks were too 
small to cause dangerous waves 
beyond Chile’s central coast.

President Sebastian Pinera  
was inaugurated at a congres-
sional building in Valparaiso be-
fore the building was evacuated 
as a precaution. The seven after-
shocks strongly swayed build-
ings, shook windows and sent 
frightened people streaming into 
the street.

The magnitude-6.9 after-
shock is the strongest since the 
Feb. 27, magnitude-8.8 quake. 
It occurred along the same fault 
line, said geophysicist Don 
Blakeman  at the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey . The USGS initially 
estimated the aftershock’s mag-

nitude at 7.2.
Chile’s navy issued a tsuna-

mi warning. The government’s 
emergency offi ce — much crit-
icized for failing to issue a tsu-
nami alert that might have saved 
hundreds of lives from the tow-
ering waves that followed the 
initial quake — urged Chil-
eans to seek higher ground even 
though the epicenter of Thurs-
day’s biggest shock was inland.

Outgoing President Michelle 
Bachelet  says she’s leaving 
Chile in good shape in the wake 
of the February quake, handing 
off the government to the fi rst 
right-wing president in 52 years.

Pinera, a billionaire investor 
and Harvard-trained economist 
planned a working visit Thurs-
day to the coastal city of Con-
stitution, where the tsunami de-
stroyed the scenic downtown, 
and a late-night Cabinet session.

Last month’s earthquake — 
the fi fth-strongest since 1900 — 
killed 500 identifi ed victims and 
potentially hundreds of others, 
destroyed or heavily damaged at 
least 500,000 homes and broke 
apart highways and hospitals. 
Repairing infrastructure alone 
will cost $5 billion, and overall 
recovery costs could soar above 
$15 billion.

Pinera has promised to main-
tain social programs created by 
Bachelet, who leaves offi ce with 
84 percent approval ratings.


